
          January 9, 2013 
 
Dear Director McLaren, Ms. Dellino, and Ms. Libros: 
 
We would like to meet with you to consider minor changes to the current student assignment plan for 
incoming ninth-graders in West Seattle. There is still an opportunity to improve learning outcomes for all 
students. 
 
The key element of BEX III in 2007 for the co-location of Denny and Sealth was creation of a smooth 
pathway to college, from kindergarten through 12th grade. District staff repeatedly emphasized this goal in 
conversations with community members: 
 
The BEX III - Sealth & Denny overview 
http://bex.seattleschools.org/bex-iii/chief-sealth 
The proposal to co-locate Denny and Sealth on a single campus suggested that the innovative design of the 
school would promote “a personalized middle through high school learning opportunity for every student.” 
 
The public meeting held on February 4, 2008 
http://bex.seattleschools.org/bex-iii/chiefsealth/faq 
District staff enumerated numerous academic benefits of co-location: 

• Academic and Programmatic Alignment 
• Peer Tutoring and Mentoring 
• New Rigorous Academic Offerings 
• Drop-Out Prevention 
• 6-12 Grade Music Pathway 

 
District staff cited several studies that noted how 

• “Transitions from Middle School to High School can negatively impact student achievement” 
• “Student drop-out rates are lower in schools that span more than one level. Sealth and Denny have 

the opportunity to create a culture that spans the levels.” 
 
Co-location was presented as “opportunities to create a 6-12 learning community with clear values, 
traditions, and ceremonies that connect the students as a unified community.” 
 
West Seattle parents voted overwhelmingly to approve the BEX III levy; they had reason to believe that they 
were creating a clear, smooth pathway from Denny to Sealth. 
 
When the district proposed a new Student Assignment Plan in the following years, it became apparent that 
the opportunity to create this smooth pathway from middle school to high school continued to grow. 
 
There are two middle schools and two high schools in West Seattle so it’s possible to have programs 
aligned for a single middle school to feed directly into a single high school. Jeff Clark, principal at Denny 
then and now, built support with his approval of the new plan: “It’s predictable, and it is set up so the 
educational pathway is sound and aligned”  (http://westseattleblog.com/2011/05/page/10). 
 
Denny has long promoted a pathway to Sealth, noting in its 2005 Annual Report that: 

“by taking advantage of our close proximity and shared commitment to high academic 
expectations, Denny and Sealth are forming a pathway.” 

 
The report specified three areas of cooperation:  Academic Alignment, Instructional Music, and Art. 
 



For Academic Alignment, the report noted that: 
“the teachers of Denny and Sealth will be meeting together to jointly plan curriculum so that Denny 
students will be prepared to meet the academic challenge provided by the new Sealth International 
Baccalaureate (I.B.) Program” 
http://district.seattleschools.org/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1583136/File/Departmental%2
0Content/siso/anrep/anrep_2005/103.pdf 

 
In 2010, school officials continued to stress the pathway, even after the new Assignment plan came out. The 
School Report noted: 

“We are planning together with our southern West Seattle elementary schools and Chief Sealth 
International High School to create a seamless pathway to college”. 

 
The current academic year school plan announces the strategy for meeting math goals: 
 “to align curriculum, assessment, and instruction 3rd through 10th grade.” 
Yet, the plan does not currently create a seamless pathway for the students living in West Seattle. Entry into 
a middle school program does not automatically guarantee enrollment into the associated high school. 
 
Denny and Sealth have worked hard to promote a strong music pathway – one of the academic benefits 
mentioned by staff on February 4, 2008. Many of the Denny students currently in concert and jazz bands 
have already taken classes and performed with Mr. Pimpleton, who also directs the Sealth bands. 
As the district noted in its presentations in 2008, switching schools is associated with a range of problems 
for students, ranging from achievement losses to self-esteem and behavioral issues to decreased 
extracurricular involvement. 
 
Contrary to BEX III, the school district has mandated that students from outside the Denny attendance area 
will not be guaranteed a seat at Sealth. 
 
Linking assignments from middle school to high school, Denny students could be guaranteed seats at 
Sealth (and Madison students could be guaranteed seats at WSHS) regardless of attendance area. Such a 
plan would maintain the very real benefits that we all believe come from such as pathway. 
 
Saturday, Jan 12th is the campaign kick-off for BEX IV. We hope that the district will recognize the wisdom of 
fulfilling the commitments made as part of BEX III and make the best educational opportunities for our 
children. 
 
Sincerely, 
Holly & Doug Branch, parents of Denny 7th grader 
Joel & Michelle Gaither, parents of Denny 8th grader 
Susan Gudmundson & Steve White, parents of Denny 8th grader 
Sheree & Tom Gut, parents of Denny 6th grader 
Andre & Anita Laranang, parents of Sealth 10th grader and Denny 8th grader 
Eric & Kathleen Orlin, parents of Sealth 10th grader and Denny 8th grader 
 
endorsed by Denny PTSA, January 8, 2013 
endorsed by Sealth PTSA board, January 9, 2013 


